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Webinar: Overcoming Community Resistance to Reentry Housing

For the 725,000 men and women being released from prison each year, accessing safe, affordable housing can present a challenge. Individuals face barriers to reuniting with their families in public housing and private landlords exercise their personal discretion to bar access to people with criminal histories. Meanwhile, service organizations looking to build housing developments face community resistance. This type of “Not in My Back Yard” (or NIMBY) opposition can result in significant barriers for returning individuals, as well as for the programs that serve them.

Presenters in this National Reentry Resource Center webinar will explore the findings from “In Our Backyard: Overcoming Community Resistance to Reentry Housing: A NIMBY Toolkit,” a resource developed by the Fortune Society and John Jay College of Criminal Justice. The webinar will highlight the experiences of the Fortune Society as it established the Fortune Academy (aka The Castle), a supportive residence for over 60 men and women released from incarceration to homelessness in West Harlem. The webinar will also discuss the efforts of staff at St. Leonard’s Ministries—a residential, case management, and education program for men and women that has been located on the Near West Side of Chicago for close to 60 years—to reach out to the community on behalf of returning individuals. Presenters will offer strategies for organizations facing community opposition to the establishment of services for populations that are considered “threatening.” 

Webinar presenters include: 

· Ann Jacobs, Director, Prisoner Reentry Institute, John Jay College of Criminal Justice (moderator) 

· Bob Dougherty, Executive Director, St. Leonard’s Ministries 

· Alvin Entzminger, resident, Castle Gardens and former resident of The Castle 

· JoAnne Page, President and CEO, The Fortune Society 

Date: Tuesday, January 17, 2012
Time: 2:00-3:30 p.m. ET

To register for this webinar, click here.
