








The CJRA also provides that inmates already serving sentences for conviction of these
CJRA-defined low-level felonies in state prison before October 1, 2011, are, upon their
release, no longer to be placed on state-administered parole, but instead in a new,
parallel system of county-administered, non-custodial supervision named “post-release
community supervision.”

Finally, the CJRA gives a judge who sentences a person to county jail for the conviction
of a CJRA-defined low-level felony the option to order the person to serve a specified,
final portion of the term on probation.

Convicted Felons — Voter Eligibility

As of October 1, 2011, there are four scenarios under which a person convicted of a
felony can be incarcerated. Under three of the scenarios, the person is ineligible to vote
while incarcerated. Under one of the scenarios, the person retains the right to vote
while incarcerated. The four scenarios are:

1. Felony sentence to state prison: No change. The person has been convicted
of a felony and sentenced to state prison. While in state prison, the person is
ineligible to vote. A person returned to state prison for violating the terms of their
parole is also ineligible to vote.

2. Felony sentence to state prison, served in county jail under contract
between the state and a county: No change. The person has been convicted
of a felony and sentenced to state prison. Under a contract between the state
and a county, the person is serving the state prison sentence in a county jail.
While in county jail, the person is ineligible to vote.

3. Felony sentence to county jail: New. The person has been convicted of a
CJRA-defined low-level felony and sentenced, on or after October 1, 2011, to a
term of more than one year in county jail. While in county jail, the person is
ineligible to vote. A person returned to county jail for violating the terms of post-
release community supervision, or for violating probation that was granted for the
concluding part of the sentence, is also ineligible to vote.

4. Jail commitment as a condition of probation in lieu of felony sentencing:
No change. The person has been convicted of a felony, but the judge has
suspended the imposition or execution of a felony sentence, instead placing the
person on probation with the condition that the person serve one year or less in
county jail. While in county jail as a condition of this form of probation, the



