








something other than “parole.” Offenders convicted of CJRA-defined low-level felonies
continue to be disqualified from voting while serving a felony sentence in county jail,
while at the discretion of the court serving a concluding portion of that term on county-
supervised probation, or while they remain under mandatory “post release community
supervision” after release from state prison.

REALIGNMENT LEGISLATION

The following summary provides an overview of the criminal justice realignment
legislation passed by the Legislature and signed into law by Governor Brown earlier this
year. ltis taken from the 2011 Public Safety Realignment Fact Sheet issued by the
California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) on July 15, 2011,
which can be found at www.cdcr.ca.gov/realignment/index.html.

Earlier this year, Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. signed Assembly Bill
(AB) 109 and AB 117, historic legislation that will enable California to
close the revolving door of low-level inmates cycling in and out of state
prisons. It is the cornerstone of California’s solution for reducing the
number of inmates in the state’s 33 prisons to 137.5 percent design
capacity by May 24, 2013, as ordered by the U.S. Supreme Court.

All provisions of AB 109 and AB 117 are prospective and implementation
of the 2011 Realignment Legislation will begin October 1, 2011. No
inmates currently in state prison will be transferred to county jails or
released early.

Governor Brown also signed multiple trailer bills to ensure the 2011
Realignment secured proper funding before implementation could go into
effect.

Community, Local Custody

AB 109 allows non-violent, non-serious, and non-sex offenders to serve
their sentence in county jails instead of state prisons. However, counties
can contract back with the State to house local offenders.

Under AB 109:

 No inmates currently in state prison will be transferred to county jails.

* No inmates currently in state prison will be released early.

« All felons sent to state prison will continue to serve their entire sentence
in state prison.



