	This Reentry Court Overview is based on the Reentry Policy Council’s Overview of Reentry Courts in an announcement September 20, 2005.  If you would like to see the full overview of the Reentry Policy Council on Reentry Courts and the emerging trend go to http://reentrypolicy.org/announcements/reentry_courts_emerging_trend



REENTRY COURT OVERVIEW
Reentry courts are specialized courts that help reduce recidivism and improve public safety through the use of judicial oversight. The responsibilities generally assigned to reentry courts include: (1) review offenders' reentry progress and problems: (2) order offenders to participate in various treatment and reintegration programs; (3) use drug and alcohol testing and other checks to monitor compliance; (4) apply graduated sanctions to offenders who do not comply with treatment requirements; (5) provide modest incentive rewards for sustained clean drug tests and other positive behaviors. 

The traditional responsibility of the court to an offender ends when a defendant is sentenced by a judge. Judges typically have no role in the broad array of activities that carry out the terms of the sentence, the preparation of the offender for release, or the transition of the offender back into the community. Nevertheless, a combination of trends in sentencing, incarceration, and post-release supervision is affording the opportunity for courts to become the principal force behind these activities. For instance, widely recognized increases in incarceration rates over the past 20 years have led to record numbers of prisoners. Accompanying the increases in incarceration are increases in the amount of time served, primarily due to truth-in-sentencing laws and the shift away from discretionary release. 
Whom do Reentry Courts Serve? 

Unlike most other alternative court-based programs, reentry courts serve individuals who have already been convicted and incarcerated. In general, reentry courts enroll parolees who have been screened and selected for participation and who have consented to the jurisdiction of the reentry court. In some cases, participants may not be on parole and may instead be compelled by sentence or other court order to participate in the reentry court docket. 

Though criteria for selection vary across courts, participants are generally selected based on the nature of their offense, their criminal history, and their assessed likelihood of recidivism. Most courts aim to serve non-violent offenders at a high risk for recidivism. In at least two cases, Kentucky and Delaware, the reentry court is combined with a drug court model, and specifically targeted at parolees with a need for substance abuse treatment.

What are the Goals of Reentry Courts? 

As stated in the RCI documentation, the goal of the program is to "establish a seamless system of offender accountability and support services throughout the reentry process." As part of the system of offender accountability, reentry courts aim to establish a program of graduated sanctions and rewards that can be used to influence parolee conduct without automatically resorting to incarceration, the most expensive and extreme sanction. From another perspective, the implicit goal of reentry courts is to reduce recidivism among participating individuals.

How are Reentry Courts Administered?
Across the identified reentry courts, there is not a consensus as to an ideal reentry court's administrative structure. In some cases, administrative authority is vested in the judiciary, while in others authority is retained by administrative law judges and/or a parole board. 

Depending on the administrative authority, the mechanisms for enrolling reentry court participants also vary. In some cases, individuals are released from prison into judiciary-administered reentry courts via a court order issued prior to release. In other judiciary-administered programs, participation in the reentry court is compelled at the initial sentencing. In cases where parole is used as the release mechanism, participation in the reentry court is usually established as a condition of release.

In general, regardless of the administrative authority, all reentry courts require that participants appear before the court on a regular basis for review, and establish a personalized program plan for each participant to follow. Most programs require between six months and one year of reentry court participation.

How effective are Reentry Courts? 

There is some outcome data available for some of these reentry courts; however, none of it can be considered particularly conclusive. In all cases, sample sizes were extremely small and outcomes were not necessarily significant. In most cases, because of the relatively recent inception of these programs, it may take several years before extensive evaluations involving robust samples and adequate follow-up periods can be conducted. Nevertheless, preliminary outcome data in most cases are promising. In Harlem, for example, reentry court participants were less likely to be convicted of a new felony or misdemeanor within one year of release than similar releases who did not participate in the program. 
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